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2022 EU Strategy on Circular and Sustainable Textiles

Vision for 2030

All textile products placed on the EU market are:
\/ « durable, repairable and recyclable
- to a great extent made of recycled fibres

EL trategy for sustainable - free of hazardous substances
~ and circular textiles - produced respecting social rights

"‘& @ "Fast fashion is out of fashion” - consumers benefit

longer from high quality textiles
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Source: Textiles strategy (europa.eu)



https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/textiles-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/textiles-strategy_en

The EU textiles policies: 4 years after the EU strategy

Ecodesign for - Requirements for products placed on the EU market
Sustainable Products
Regulation (ESPR) - Repairability, durability, recyclability and recycled
content
& gﬁ:;g;ﬂg?efg:oducts . Large companies prohibited from destroying unsold
Regulation (ESPR) textiles from July 2026, medium-sized firms from 2030

(EEA study 2024: between 4% and 9% of unsold textiles
across Europe are destroyed each year before being
worn)

Status: EU law
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The EU textiles policies: 4 years on after the strategy
/a0
Waste Shipments

Regulation - Limits the exports of textiles waste (as of May 2026)
Requirements for exports of used textiles:
wase Shmene Guarantee of reuse or recycling
Waste Framework - Member States are required to establish Extended
Directive Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes

Producers will pay a fee for each product they place
on the market

All separately collected textiles will be considered as
waste
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Circular economy: A driver for competitiveness and prosperity

Fostering EU’s Address triple
competitive planetary
crisis

A high-quality B Contributing to

economy climate neutrality

Fostering innovation A\ (W A | s el
‘ NN ; use and pollution

Open Strategic 4 Clean material
Autonomy cycles

Value from waste

Source: EEA' 2026 i ’\ (&g\] European Environment Agency "}.;’:5}




Circular progress needed across nine R strategies

® REFUSE Consider the necessity to acquire an additional product
BEFORE @ RETHINK Design for longer lifetimes, repair and recycling or provide the function
USE without making an additional product

@ REDUCE Produce the product with minimal environmental impact

v

5? RETAIN Use and maintain existing products for a long service life

@ REUSE AND SHARE Provide products to others for further usage

% REPAIR Fix defective products and return them to original functicnality

@ REMANUFACTURE Rebuild products 1o deliver as-new, or upgraded, functionality

@ RECYCLE Process discarded products into useful, high-quality materials
AFTER
USE

@ RETURM Substitute virgin resources with secondary raw materials

Source: EEA



Widespread scaling of circular business models still not evident

Longevity _ Access-based Reuse Recycling
and durability (renting, leasing and sharing) and remanufacture and material reuse

source: ££8, 2026 .. JOI t@Xtiles and other sectors



Need for scaling out, scaling up and scaling deep

Scalingout —*

L B Bl R
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Expanding the number of customers by
increasing geographical reach or
replicating and diffusing circular
business practices in new locations or
markets

Source: EEA, 2026

Scaling up T

!

L

Transforming the broader
system in which businesses
operate to support broader
adoption of circular
business models

Scaling deep

|

Cultural and behavioural shifts and
aims to embed circular principles
in citizen and consumer mindsets
and societal norms
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Main enablers for scaling circular business models

' 6 é # :! b o

Regulation and other policies Technological innovation Finance and insurance supply Social innovation and Supply-chain and ecosystem
determine the foundational operationalises circularity, the capital and risk transfer behavioural change are collaboration are required to
conditions for scaling, rendering circular business needed. necessary conditions to embed coordinate actors across
representing an overarching models feasible while improving circular business models in lifecycle stages, enabling
enabler. efficiency, transparency and everyday practices and norms, shared infrastructure, aligned
user experience. building the trust, legitimacy standards and viable flows to
and participation required for ensure scaling.

uptake and retention.
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EEA Circular Metrics Lab: 17 metrics on textiles circularity

onsumption of clothi
footwear and household
textiles

of Syt and b hold
textiles consumed in the EU in 2022.

‘ Deteriorating

xport of used textigs

1.4 mio
tonnes

of used textiles were exported from the
EU in 2025,

Microplastics from
synthetic textiles

1,6 - 61,1
kT/year

lastics from synthetic textiles
y leaking into the EU

environment, every year.

No trend

Capture rate Number of annual

chemical risk alerts
for textiles

15%
72

textile products have been reported to
the EU Rapid

Improving

No trend

Land use for EU's textiles
consumption

GHG emissions from
textiles

323m?2/
person

stimated to be L

355 kg CO,
eq./person

is estimated to be emitted in the supply of land

chain of textile products purchased by
s in 2022

ain of te

EU household:

Raw material use Use of recycled
for EU’s textiles content
consumption

13%

of the most popular clothing items

523
kg/person

of primary raw materials have been

bought online contains minimum 20%

recycled content

Improving

No trend

Reused textiles Textile waste

generation

Synthetics share in
industrial textiles

1.7 kg/cap

of textiles were reused in the EU in 2021

57%

f fibres and yarns used by EU industry

16 kg/cap

of textile waste is generated annually in
are of synthetic origin the EU27

No trend

Water use for EU’s
textiles
consumption

Textile waste
treatment

Successful repairs

95%

0o,
26 /o of textiles brought in for repair in
of separately collected textile waste is
sent to incineration or landfill in the
Eu27.

European Repair Cafés in 2025 could
successfully be repaired.

12m3

/person
Deteriorating

Use of product
standards clothing retail in th

EU

9%

(o]
of the most popular clothing itemg
bought online has product standar
supported by third-party certificatiol

1.188.250

People employed in clothing retail across
the EU in 2023.

No trend

Deteriorating

Updated annually by
the EEA

Source: EEA Textiles
Thematic modules

Circularity Metrics

Lab (EEA)
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles

EU consumption of textiles: 19 kg per person per year

In 2022, each person in the EU consumed on average around 19 kg of clothing, footwear and household textiles. This amounts to
around 8,5 million tonnes of total EU consumption of textiles.

Blouses, shirts, T-shirts,
underpants, pyjamas

Pullovers, cardigans

Workwear

Stockings, tights, socks

Baby clothes, sportswear,

scarves, handkerchiefs

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab

Household textiles

M,
European Environment Agency g_)
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Employment in clothing retail in the EU: Declining

In 2023, employment in clothing retail was 1.188.250. It decreased by 6 884 employees since 2022 across the EU, alongside the
continued decline in the number of stores.

No. of employees in clothing retail in the EU, 2018-2023

1400000
1300000 o—
1200000
1100000
1000000
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



EU textiles waste: 16 kg per person per year

I Total textile waste generation in the EU27 was 16 kilograms per person in 2022 and has remained rather stable since 2016.
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Household
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B Textiles & shoes in household waste W/

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab B Textile waste seperately collected (all NACE and households)



EU capture rate: Just under 15%

In 2022, the average capture rate for textiles and shoes waste from households in the EU27 was just under 15 %, which means that
most of the textiles and shoes waste are not separately collected and end up in the mixed household waste.

15%

10%

Capture rate (%)

5%

0%
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

2023

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab W
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Separately collected textiles: 26% sent to landfill or incineration

The share of separately collected textile waste sent to incineration or landfill has remained rather stable since 2010, standing a
in 2022 in the EU27.
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Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab European Environment Agency i,.)



Reuse: 1.7 kg per person per year

I In 2021, on average 1.7 kilograms of textiles per person were reused in the EU.
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EU exports of used textiles

The yearly volume of used textiles exported from the EU has nearly doubled since 2005, with continued high amounts of exports of
around 1.4 million tonnes annually since 2015, and most exports going to Africa and Asia.

Million tonnes

1.4 S S
—
——
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0.8
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0.4 B Other
0.2
0

2025/

2005 2010 2015 2020 2023 2024
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To conclude

We have a strong and ambitious EU strategy and policies on
circularity of textiles

There are many benefits of circularity in textiles and
huge potential for scaling circular business models

e Trends in circularity of textiles are very mixed: Some
progress is observed. Huge potential.
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THANK YOU

Further information and connection details:

>  Circularity of the EU textiles value chain in numbers | European Environment Agency's home page

> Textiles | Circularity Metrics Lab

> https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-
technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy

> https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-7-measuring-europe2019s-textiles-circularity-2013-through-
the-lenses-of-the-eea-circularity-metrics-lab

lars.mortensen@eea.europa.eu AV
LinkedIn: Lars Fogh Mortensen European Environment Agency ‘;,_)

WwWw.eed.europa.eu



https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/circularity-of-the-eu-textiles-value-chain-in-numbers
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/circularity-of-the-eu-textiles-value-chain-in-numbers
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
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https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
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https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
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