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2022 EU Strategy on Circular and Sustainable Textiles

Source: Textiles strategy (europa.eu)

Vision for 2030

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/textiles-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/textiles-strategy_en


The EU textiles policies: 4 years after the EU strategy

Ecodesign for 
Sustainable Products 
Regulation (ESPR)

• Requirements for products placed on the EU market

• Repairability, durability, recyclability and recycled 
content 

• Large companies prohibited from destroying unsold 
textiles from July 2026, medium-sized firms from 2030 

• (EEA study 2024: between 4% and 9% of unsold textiles 
across Europe are destroyed each year before being 
worn)

Source: EU, 2026



The EU textiles policies: 4 years on after the strategy

Waste Shipments 
Regulation

Waste Framework 
Directive

• Limits the exports of textiles waste (as of May 2026)
• Requirements for exports of used textiles: 

Guarantee of reuse or recycling 

• Member States are required to establish Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes

• Producers will pay a fee for each product they place 
on the market

• All separately collected textiles will be considered as 
waste

Source: EU, 2026
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©  Source

Circular economy: A driver for competitiveness and prosperity 

Value from waste

Fostering innovation Decrease resource 
use and pollution

Address triple 
planetary 

crisis

Contributing to 
climate neutrality

A high-quality 
economy

Open Strategic 
Autonomy

Clean material 
cycles

Fostering EU’s 
competitive 

edge

Source: EEA, 2026



Circular progress needed across nine R strategies

Source: EEA



Widespread scaling of circular business models still not evident

Source: EEA, 2026 …for textiles and other sectors



Need for scaling out, scaling up and scaling deep

Source: EEA, 2026

Cultural and behavioural shifts and 
aims to embed circular principles 
in citizen and consumer mindsets 
and societal norms

Transforming the broader 
system in which businesses 
operate to support broader 
adoption of circular 
business models

Expanding the number of customers by 
increasing geographical reach or 
replicating and diffusing circular 
business practices in new locations or 
markets



Main enablers for scaling circular business models

Source: EEA, 2026
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EEA Circular Metrics Lab: 17 metrics on textiles circularity

Updated annually by 
the EEA

Source: EEA Textiles 
| Thematic modules 
| Circularity Metrics 
Lab (EEA)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles


EU consumption of textiles: 19 kg per person per year

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



Employment in clothing retail in the EU: Declining 

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



EU textiles waste: 16 kg per person per year

Household 
waste 
(incineration/
landfill)

Separately 
collected

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



EU capture rate: Just under 15%

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



Separately collected textiles: 26% sent to landfill or incineration

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



Reuse: 1.7 kg per person per year

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



EU exports of used textiles

Source: EEA Circular Metrics Lab



We have a strong and ambitious EU strategy and policies on 

circularity of textiles

To conclude

1

2

3

There are many benefits of circularity in textiles and 
huge potential for scaling circular business models

Trends in circularity of textiles are very mixed: Some 
progress is observed. Huge potential. 



THANK YOU
Further information and connection details:

→ Circularity of the EU textiles value chain in numbers | European Environment Agency's home page

→ Textiles | Circularity Metrics Lab

→ https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-
technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy

→ https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-7-measuring-europe2019s-textiles-circularity-2013-through-
the-lenses-of-the-eea-circularity-metrics-lab

lars.mortensen@eea.europa.eu
LinkedIn: Lars Fogh Mortensen 
www.eea.europa.eu

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/circularity-of-the-eu-textiles-value-chain-in-numbers
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/circularity-of-the-eu-textiles-value-chain-in-numbers
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/circularity/sectoral-modules/textiles
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ce/products/etc-ce-report-2025-6-textiles-and-the-environment-2013-the-role-of-digital-technologies-in-europe2019s-circular-economy
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